Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
MAFL Fund

Well, we did it - we finished the regular season showing a profit (with or without the SSD), something that looked incredibly unlikely when we were trading at just over 66c at the end of Round 16.
With this weekend’s small profit of 3.8c our share price now stands at $1.2446 ($1.116 ex SSD). When you consider that Sportsbet frames its markets with a view to taking around 5% to 7% from every dollar bet, given the amount we’ve bet over the course of the season we ‘should’ be trading somewhere in the range 82.9c to 87.8c.
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Last weekend we benefited from the Crows’ loss to Port. This weekend we cleaned up on the Crows’ victory over the Dees, a win that is especially gratifying given the volume of supposedly ‘smart’ money that had backed the Dees in from $2.40 to $1.70 pre-game. Our other bet was on the Lions and it was a sure loser from about mid-way through the second quarter. 
So, after 22 rounds, we’ve made 60 bets for 20 wins, 1 ‘draw’ and 39 losses. 
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Adelaide’s win moves them to 2 and 0 for the season and a net gain of 9.9c; the Lions’ loss moves them to 1 and 3 and a net loss of 11.7c.
Model Tipping

The Model tipped well this weekend, bagging 7 from 8 including 2 from 3 on underdogs, moving it to 110 and 66 (62.5%) for the season.
Here’s the detail:
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This week’s completely useless piece of trivia: the Western Bulldogs’ win by 22 points has made this margin the most popular victory margin of the season, one win ahead of 14 points and 18 points. Also, Sydney’s 92-point victory was the third victory by this margin this year.
Model Tipping Performance and Season Win-Loss Record by Team
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The Model bagged 2 from 3 with underdogs and 5 from 5 with favourites this weekend. 
The Hawks were one of the underdog winners, and they’ve now been successfully tipped by the Model as underdogs 3 times from 3 attempts.

Adelaide finish the regular season having provided the most correct tips (15), with West Coast (14) and Sydney (13) just behind. Essendon is the only team that the Model did not correctly tip to win in any again game, despite tipping them on 3 occasions. Carlton managed only a draw from the two occasions on which the Model tipped them.

Fremantle contiuned their impressive winning streak this weekend, extending it to 9. Amongst the teams in the 8, only Melbourne failed to register a win this weekend.
The Lions also added to their streak this weekend, making it six straight losses to end a forgetable season.
Model Tipping Performance by Predicted Victory Margin
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The Model tipped 4 games to be won by 3 goals or more this weekend and finished 4 on 0 for these games, moving  to 53 and 12 (82%) for the season, and making it 10 correct tips in a row with victory margins if this size. 
How Big a Lead is Big Enough?

Over the past week I’ve been looking at the relationship between points-lead at one of the breaks and the ultimate outcome of the match. 
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So, for example, looking at the table at left, we can see that of the 41 games where the lead at quarter time was 1 to 5 points, the team in front went on to win the match on only 18 occasions, or 44% of the time. Teams with bigger leads tended to win far more often and only one team managed to lose when leading by 30 to 35 points at quarter time. No team lost with a lead of 6 goals or more.
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Looking next at half-time leads, we see that any lead’s a good lead. Even teams with leads as small as 1-5 points go on to win more than 60% of the time. Once again, as you’d expect, the bigger the lead the greater the likelihood of victory. Only 4 teams managed to lose after taking a lead of 24 to 41 points into half-time. No team lost with a lead of seven goals or more.
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Finally, looking at leads at three-quarter time, we see once again that any lead’s a good lead. Only 5 teams with a lead of 2 goals or more at three-quarter time went on to lose, and only 2 teams with a lead of 4 goals or more. No team with a lead of seven goals or more went on to lose.

So, in summary, you should feel relatively comfortable if your team’s in front by 4 goals or more at quarter-time (99.4% of such teams go on to win), 3 goals or more at half-time (96.6% of such teams go on to win), or by 2 goals or more at three-quarter time (97.1% of such teams go on to win).
Please note that the Fund will continue to trade throughout the finals. If you want to cash out your winnings, please let me know by 5pm Wednesday. You can also buy into the Funds at the current price.
‘Til Thursday,

Tony

The Finals
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The picture at right is from the www.afl.com.au and explains how the finals series will work.

For next weekend we have:
Qualifying Finals

West Coast v Sydney at Subiaco

Adelaide v Fremantle at Football Park

Elimination Finals

Collingwood v Western Bulldogs at MCG

St Kilda v Melbourne at Docklands

Appendix 1 – Additional Tables
2006 Season and Historical Victory Margins
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A spate of large victory margins this weekend has moved the average to 35.0, around ½ point in excess of the long-term average of 34.6. 
In the end, despite all the close games we had early in the season, we’ve wound up with a pretty average season in terms of victory margins..
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Team Performance in Games with a Margin of 11 points or Fewer
The smallest margin of victory this weekend was 22 points, so there were no changes to this table. Consequently, the teams in the eight finish the season 26 and 15 in close games.
Winning and Losing Margins by Team
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The Brisbane Lions’ capitulation against the Saints has allowed them to pip Hawthorn and Port Adelaide for Thumpee of the Year honours, finishing victors by 9 thumpings to 8.
Adelaide comfortably took out the Thumper of the Year, finishing on 11 thumpings, 3 ahead of nearest-rival Collingwood.
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Model and Team Line Betting Performance
Again just 3 correct from 8 this weekend taking the Model to 84 and 92 (47.7%) for the season. 
Six teams managed to cover the spread this weekend: Western Bulldogs, West Coast, St Kilda, Fremantle, and Sydney and Collingwood for the second straight week.
Adelaide and Hawthorn both received start and won outright. 

Collingwood finish the regular season in number one spot on line betting, with 15 wins in 22 rounds, just ahead of Fremantle on 14, and Adelaide and Sydney on 13. The Brisbane Lions finish as the least successful team on line betting, being winners on only 6 occasions. Next worst was Carlton on 8 and Geelong on 9.
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The 'banking system’ will be implemented for week one of this year's finafs.
Week One--If the clbs finishing first, second, fith and sixth are non-Victorian, the elimination final involving the
sixth pleced club wil be played at the MCG. If a Victorian-based club finishes in first, second, fith or sixth spot, 5
final will be played at the MCG.

Week Two - If the highest ranked clubs are both non-Victorian, they will ean the right to host a sermi-inal in their
home state. If a Victorian club qualiies to host a semi-final, that maich will be played at the MGG,

Week Three — If the highest ranked clubs reaching the prefiminary finals are both non-Victorian, the number one
ranked club will host the prefiminany final in s home state. The lower ranked club will play its preliminary final at the
MCG. If the highest ranked club reaching the preliminary finalis & Victorian club, thet game will be scheduled at the
MCG and the lowest ranked ciub would then eam the 1ight to host & prefiminary final in their home state.

Week Four - Grand Final at the MCG.




